PRESS RELEASE

COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA - ONE OF THE TEN BEST ETHICAL DESTINATIONS FOR
2014

The Commonwealth of Dominica has been identified by the
Ethical Traveler Organization as one of the World's Ten Best
Ethical tourism destinations for 2014. Two other Caribbean
destinations - The Bahamas and Barbados - made the 2014
list. Other countries recognised for a variety of ethical
characteristics by independent researchers, were Cape Verde,

Chile, Latvia, Lithuania, Mauritius, Palau and Uruguay.

The award reflected the Organization's continuing Mr Jeff Greenwald, Executive Director of Ethical Traveler
fascination with the survival of the Kalinago, as well as its Ms. Malia Everette, Founder of Altruvistas
endorsement of Government's Social Welfare, Human Ambassador Hubert John Charles

Rights and Environmental Protection programmes. Specific reference was made to Dominica's
investment in renewable energy, the Witukubuli National Trail as well as progress towards the MDGs.
Dominica was among eight countries receiving the highest possible score in the Political Rights, Civil
Liberties and Press Freedom category. The island also scored high marks in the new Animal Welfare

category for its conservation work with mountain chickens and iguana.

Insisting that all countries are flawed in one way or another, the Organization identified two matters
that were of concern to judges: the rights of indigenous citizens and what was seen as "anti-homosexual

laws".

Ethical Traveler encourages tourists to focus their attention on those destinations that reflect policies
that are pro-environment, supportive of the human and democratic rights of citizens including those on
the margins of society. The Organization's judges review material from the Internet but also cross
reference initial impressions with material from international organizations including the World Bank,
UNICEF, UNDP, Reporters without Borders and the Millennium Challenge Corporation. Several

countries including Barbados were also lauded by Ethical Traveler in 2013.

In accepting the award on behalf of the Government and People of Dominica, Ambassador Hubert
Charles indicated that it represented an endorsement of Government's energy, environment and
governance policies. He underscored government's commitment to green and sustainability policies and
pledged that attention will continue to be paid to the areas of concern identified by the judges. The

award ceremony was hosted by the Commonwealth Club of California in San Francisco.
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